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plaints being made to the Home Secretary of the time Mr.
Litvinov's repatriation was demanded? Did his Majesty's
Government propose now to address any protest or inquiry
to the Russian Government on the subject? The Prime
Minister thought it was not necessary to make any represen-
tation as suggested. ' Mr. Litvinov has repeatedly repre-
sented his government in negotiations in which we have
taken part/ At which Captain Eden put in the damaging
supplementary: * Is it not a fact that early in 1919 Mr.
Litvinov was requested to leave Sweden and Denmark? '
* That,' commented Mr. Speaker, ' is part of a question
which I disallowed.' Another member rose but Mr. Speaker
added decisively: * In these international matters I must see
questions before they are put.'
Captain Eden's knowledge of the famous Soviet Foreign
Minister was to grow in a very unexpected and gratifying
way, but in these questions were the seeds of the immediate
crisis that was to lead to the overthrow of the Labour
Govern ment.
Captain Eden, however, did not confine himself during
his first session to Foreign Affairs and to Near Eastern conun-
drums. In addition to the usual run of committee and con-
stituency work he showed an active interest in a whole
variety of subjects. He had questions to ask and comments
to make on land reclamation, the Ministry of Labour's
functions, housing, on the exemption of horticultural and
agricultural halls from entertainment tax, and on secondary
schools.
On this last subject he made an extremely original and
forceful speech just before the session ended. In asking
for the reduction of fees payable in the preparatory depart-
ment of secondary schools, he said he had received no satis-
faction * by the method of question and answer * and that
he understood that the fees had actually been raised. The
new regulations placed a heavy burden on people not in a
position to bear it. Having developed this point he then

